Wisconsin Summit for
Natural Resources Volunteers
October 6-8, 2022
Waukesha County
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Planning for the Summit
Arrive 10 minutes early, transportation is not provided

For the most up-to-date
information, see the
Summit webpage.

Wear appropriate footwear, clothing, and name badge (if
you are a Master Naturalist)
Weather: Be prepared for variable weather. Events will run
rain or shine but will move indoors or under shelter if it
becomes unsafe (i.e., lightning, extreme temperatures.)
Food: Bring your own snacks and water bottle. Food and
water are not provided, except for the Friday evening
keynote dinner

https://go.wisc.edu/bt8vr2
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Welcome Message
The Wisconsin Master Naturalist Program and
Retzer Nature Center invite you to participate in the
Wisconsin Summit for Natural Resources
Volunteers. Open to any adult interested in
participating, we are focusing on a theme of Nature
and People: Nurturing Each Other. While we are
aware of the positive impacts natural resources
volunteers have on our natural world, we are
learning to appreciate the benefits that the time
spent in nature has for our physical and mental
well-being.
This three-day event is not your typical statewide
conference! Gone are the 20-minute presentations
crammed shoulder to shoulder in a hotel
conference room. Instead, we are slowing the pace down and focusing on small group experiences.
Spend 1-4 hours with 10-20 people exploring Waukesha County, learning for experts in field
explorations, demonstrations, and workshops. It’s an à la carte or “choose your own adventure”
experience, so you can select 1 to 4 events over the three days. With 45 excellent options available,
choosing will be the hardest part! Join us Friday evening for a Keynote address from Emily Ford and
social event where we recognize volunteer achievements and support our efforts with a silent auction.
We purposely are including extra time for you to explore Waukesha County parks, participate in a
BioBlitz or Scavenger Hunt, and make connections with other people.
We recognize the efforts of natural resources volunteers across the state who tirelessly work to remove
invasive species, educate others, collect data, and work to protect and conserve the amazing places and
species in our fabulous state. This is an opportunity to thank you for your dedication. Come learn,
network, volunteer, laugh, and spend time with others who share the same purpose.
On behalf of the Summit Planning Team, we look forward to seeing you there!
Becky Sapper, Wisconsin Master Naturalist Program
Janet Barthel, Retzer Nature Center
Things to know –
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Events run rain or shine
Events are non-refundable after September 12
State Park stickers will be needed at events held at Lapham Peak
Parking will be waived during Summit events at County Parks
Online registration only and no walk-ins
Registration closes September 19
You are responsible for your own transportation
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General Schedule
You’ll be able to pick one event from over 12 different options during each of the morning and
afternoon times. All events will be offered à la carte – attend one or up to four events total, plus the
Friday evening keynote address. This “choose your own adventure” style will allow individuals to attend
the events they are interested in. This also brings a challenge of not being able to experience it all. We
fully understand that you won’t be able to attend everything you want to, but this format allows many
people to attend while staying in small group settings. We also look forward to future Summits and
advanced trainings. We hope our event leaders will join us again in the future.
October 6

Thursday Afternoon Events

October 7

October 8

Friday Morning Events

Saturday Morning Events

Friday Afternoon Events
Friday Evening Keynote, Social,
Awards and Dinner

During the Summit
Learn — during small group workshops, hikes, and field events.
Serve — with volunteer opportunities for the Ice Age Trail Alliance and Waukesha County Parks.
Connect — with volunteers, citizen scientists, natural resources professionals, educators, and land &
water stewards.
Recognize – an individual with an inspiring keynote message and enjoy the Master Naturalist awards
and recognition dinner.
Support — the Master Naturalist program by providing a silent auction item or bidding high.
Bonus: Master Naturalists can earn both volunteer and advanced training hours throughout the
Summit. And because we are using the Portal for registrations, we will automatically enter those
hours in for you.
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Evening Keynote Social and Awards Dinner

Featuring a Keynote Address
from Emily Ford, Thru-hiker: The
Longest Way
Emily Ford is a winter adventurer and thru-hiker based
in Duluth, Minnesota. She has completed many thruhikes in the Midwest including the 1,200-mile Ice Age
Trail, which crosses Wisconsin east to west from
Potawatomi State Park to St. Croix State Park on the
Minnesota border. Also, in the winter of 2022 she
completed a solo 180-mile ski route across the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area and Wilderness with her
Alaskan Husky, Diggins. With an understanding and
drive to show that anyone can adventure, and
everyone deserves to discover the outdoors,
regardless of race, gender identity, or upbringing, she
continues to seek adventure and represent the
underrepresented in outdoor spaces.
Social: Come network with natural resource volunteers, Master Naturalists, event leaders, and invited
guests at the social. Cash bar and hors d’oeuvres will be available.
Awards: The Wisconsin Master Naturalist Program will be recognizing individuals with three awards:
Outstanding Master Naturalist Volunteer, Outstanding Volunteer Project, and Outstanding Master
Naturalist Instructor. There will also be a display identifying Master Naturalists who have reached
service milestones between 100 and 5,000 volunteer service hours. Help us to thank all the hardworking volunteers and instructors who make this program a success.
Meal: Your evening meal will be provided by Saz’s Hospitality Group. Saz’s will be providing multiple
interactive, chef-prepared food stations that will satisfy your cravings. Dietary preferences and
restrictions will be considered and should be identified during the registration process.
Silent Auction: Bid on something special for yourself, a gift for a friend, or a new experience for your
family. This silent auction has all kinds of items to bid on, from Nature Journaling activity cards to Vortex
binoculars, a hand-crafted curly maple pen, a night stay and guided kayak on the Yellow River, artwork,
an entire kayak package and more. The auction will also focus on experiences you can have with experts
across the state including a Wild Mushroom Hike with Charlotte Lukes, a Wolf Howl with Adrian
Wydeven, Butterfly and Blooms with Karen Oberhauser and Mike Reese, and sweet adventure with
Tapped Maple Syrup! Funds raised will support the Wisconsin Master Naturalist Program. Cash, Check or
Credit Cards will be accepted.
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Registration
Registration opens on August 15 on the Summit webpage https://go.wisc.edu/bt8vr2. This is a first
come, first served registration process with only 12 to 20 spots available for each event. We expect each
event to fill quickly. Choose what events you are interested in prior to starting the registration process
and have back up choices in mind. Your selections are not guaranteed until you complete the payment
process. There will not be a waitlist option. Each participant will need to register to sign waivers – there
is no group or partner registration available. There will be no on-site walk-ins. Be prepared for variable
weather. Events will run rain or shine but will move indoors or under shelter if it becomes unsafe (i.e.,
lightning, extreme temperatures.) If you experience difficulties registering, please contact the Master
Naturalist program at: info@wimasternaturalist.org or (608) 262-0020.

Registration Details
Events

Field Explorations, Workshops, Demonstrations, Presentations

$35 each

Keynote Dinner

Social, Keynote, Awards, Dinner, Silent Auction

$75

Volunteer and
Extra Events

Trail building, Invasive Species Removal, BioBlitz, Scavenger Hunt

FREE

Financial Assistance: We believe that finances should
not be a barrier to learning. Financial assistance is
available for those who indicate the registration fee is a
hardship. Please indicate the hardship when registering
to receive a reduced registration fee.
Cancellation and Refund Policy: Any cancellations are
subject to a $25 administrative processing fee. It may
take up to 10 business days to process and issue a
refund. No refunds will be given after September 12,
2022. No substitutions can be made at any time.
Contact info@wimasternaturalist.org with questions
about cancelling. The registration fee will be refunded if
any portion of the Summit is cancelled by us prior to
September 12, 2022. Most Summit events will continue,
while safe to do so, in inclement weather or will be
moved to a sheltered location. Any portion of the
Summit cancelled due to weather will not be refunded.
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All Abilities are Welcome
Events will be primarily outdoor learning experiences which may include extended periods of standing,
hiking on both flat paths and off-trails with inclines, and a variety of weather conditions. Some events
may be primarily seated presentations. If you have concerns about the activity level, please contact the
Master Naturalist program at info@wimasternaturalist.org or (606) 262-0020 prior to registering.
All-Terrain Outdoor Wheelchairs: We are partnering with Access Ability
Wisconsin to have Outdoor Wheelchairs available at the Summit. If you have
mobility concerns regarding a Summit event, simply check the box on the
registration form. If a chair is available, we will transport it to the event site for
you. Everyone should have the opportunity to experience the great
outdoors! Learn more at https://www.accessabilitywi.org/.
An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension
provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements. Please make requests
for reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to educational programs as early as possible
preceding the scheduled program, service, or activity. For communicative accommodations in languages
other than English or based on a disability, please contact info@wimasternaturalist.org.

Staying Safe Together – Covid Guidelines
In accordance with updated CDC guidance and
changing local health conditions to address COVID-19
transmission, most of the Summit will be held
outdoors and in small group settings. The use of
masks will be an individual choice. In counties with
high community levels of COVID-19, it is strongly
recommended that all individuals (regardless of
vaccination status) wear a mask when indoors. Please
check the community levels in Waukesha County
prior to attending the Summit. All individuals are welcome to continue protected practices, such as face
masks and distancing, even if it is not required or advised. Individual masking choices should not be
interpreted as an indicator of vaccination status. Please continue to take measures to protect the
vulnerable people in our communities. We ask all staff, volunteers, and participants to stay home when
they have signs of infectious illness. Proper handwashing and respiratory etiquette are also important
measures to keep individuals and our communities healthy. Everyone who is able should stay up to date
on their vaccinations. As we have since the beginning of the pandemic, we will continue to monitor state
and local health data.

Venues
Events will be held throughout Waukesha County at Retzer Nature Center, Kettle Moraine State ForestLapham Peak Unit, Fox River Park, Muskego Park, Nashotah Park, and Prairie Springs Environmental
Education Center. The Friday evening Keynote will be held at the Arena at the Waukesha County Expo
Center. Maps will be provided on the Summit webpage: https://go.wisc.edu/bt8vr2.
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Parking & Transportation
Transportation and shuttles are not available. You are responsible for getting to each site 10
minutes prior to the start time.
State Park vehicle admission stickers are needed for events held at Lapham Peak. Day passes
are available for purchase at the entry to Lapham Peak. Also, a State Trail Pass is needed for those
participating in the Biking for Biodiversity event.
Waukesha County Park System uses an electronic license plate
reader. Parking fees will be waived for park access during our
events. We ask that you enter the participating parks only on
the day workshops/presentations are being offered. We are
not responsible for fines received if you access the parks
outside of our event hours. Additional parking instructions for
the county park sites will be shared before the beginning of the
Summit.

Lodging
Please note that there are no activities or events being held at The Ingleside Hotel. It has
been selected for its central location to the event sites in Waukesha County.
The Ingelside Hotel, (262)547-0201; 2810 Golf Road, Pewaukee, WI 53072
The Master Naturalist Summit 2022 block rate of $95 for single and double occupancy rooms is
available on a first-come, first-served basis through September 6, 2022. Reservations are made by the
individuals and are not part of the Summit registration process. Please call the hotel and ask for the
Master Naturalist Summit 2022 rate.
•
•
•

All rates subject to city and state taxes (currently 13% and subject to change) without a tax
exempt form presented at check-in.
Room block may sell out in advance of the September 6, 2022 cut-off date.
A charge of $10 per adult will be added for triple and quad occupancy.
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Fun and Free Activities
There are additional ways to join the fun at the Summit! Enter the Photo contest (by September 1),
make observations on iNaturalist during the BioBlitz, and participate in a scavenger hunt in Waukesha
Parks. We will also have exciting ways to engage with other participants during the Summit. More
information will be added to the website as the Summit approaches.
Photo Contest: Have you captured an image recently that
highlights Wisconsin’s natural world? Do you enjoy using
photography to tell the story of your volunteer service in
Wisconsin? We are looking for submissions for the Summit
Photo Contest. Rules can be found on the Summit webpage:
https://go.wisc.edu/bt8vr2.
Categories
• People in Nature – people enjoying nature, volunteering in nature, and interacting with each
other in nature or evidence of people in nature, such as trails, canoes, docks
• Landscapes and Natural Features – bluffs, waterfalls, prairies, Great Lakes, forests, lakes,
sunrises and sunsets, glacial features, or other examples of Wisconsin’s natural world
• Flora – native plants, flowers, trees, and aquatic vegetation
• Wildlife – birds, mammals, amphibians, fish and reptiles
• Macro – this category is for those of you who like to get up close to your subjects! Show us
insects, fungi, feathers, ice crystals, plant structures and more
Summit BioBlitz: You are invited to join us for the Wisconsin Summit BioBlitz!
A BioBlitz is a citizen science event that focuses on finding and identifying as many wild, living things as
possible in a specific area over a short period of time. This BioBlitz focuses on Waukesha County. It
begins on Thursday and runs through Saturday during the Summit. Anyone can participate! We will be
using iNaturalist to submit, record and share observations.
Join the BioBlitz:
1. Visit inaturalist.org on your computer or download iNaturalist app from your app store onto
your mobile device and create an account (free).
2. Become a member of the Wisconsin Summit BioBlitz
3. Make observations while you are in Waukesha County during the Summit.
4. Questions? Contact our BioBlitz organizer, Kevin Hanley, khanley@wi.rr.com
A BioBlitz provides a way to record biodiversity, the variety of wild living things found in an area. For the
Wisconsin Summit BioBlitz, information will be shared with Waukesha County Parks and Land Use and,
as a part of iNaturalist, your findings are shared with scientific data repositories like the Global
Biodiversity Information Facility to help scientists find and use your data.
Scavenger Hunt: Curious about doing some exploring on your own during the Summit? We’ll be sending
an optional Scavenger Hunt around to registered participants prior to the Summit—work in teams or on
your own to explore nearby parks and find the hidden gems and historical features of our state natural
areas! More information coming soon!
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Schedule
The following pages include the name, format,
time, location, and registration fee for each of the
offered events. You can register for one event in
each time slot (Thursday, Friday morning, Friday
afternoon, and Saturday) for up to four total
events. Because the registration fees are à la carte,
you can participate in one or all four time slots. We
hope you also register to join us for the Friday
evening keynote social and awards dinner!

Thursday (Pick one event!)
Name

Biking for Biodiversity*
Citizen Science Opportunities at the UWMadison Arboretum & Beyond
Close-up and Macro Photography
Conservation in the Parks: A Communitybased Approach
Finding the Stories in Nature
Lapham: The Person and the Place

Format

Field
Exploration
Workshop
Workshop
Seated
presentation
Field
Exploration
Field
Exploration

Master Naturalist Instructor Networking**

Workshop

Nature and Youth Mental Health in a New
Light***

Workshop

Outdoor Access 4 All!
Project Learning Tree Early Childhood
Workshop: Developing Our JEDI Lens
Stream Health Monitoring with Water
Action Volunteers
The Good and the Bad: Reconciling Nature’s
Impact on Health to Improve Nature
Programs*

Demonstration
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop

Time

2-4pm

2 hours

1-3pm

2 hours

1-5pm

4 hours

1-3pm

2 hours

1-4pm

3 hours

1-3pm

2 hours

1-4pm

3 hours

1-5pm

4 hours

1-3pm

2 hours

1-4pm

3 hours

1-5pm

4 hours

1-4pm

3 hours

Location

Fee

Retzer

$35

Retzer

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Retzer

$35

Fox River Park

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Fox River Park

FREE

Prairie Springs

$35

Fox River Park

$35

Retzer

$35

Prairie Springs

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

*Also offered on Saturday; **Master Naturalist Instructors only; ***Also offered on Friday
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Friday Morning (Pick one event!)
Name

Autumn Senescence Hike
Civic Ecology: Building Networks to
Restore Broken Places
Intro to iNaturalist and Making Good
Observations

Format

Field
Exploration
Seated
Presentation
Workshop

Mapping Invasive Plants with EDDMapS

Workshop

Natural Connections “Professor Hike”*

Field
Exploration

Nature and Youth Mental Health in a
New Light**
Nature Programming Addressing
Access, Inclusion, and Well-being
Shinrin-Yoku - Forest Bathing –
Experience
Teaching about bats!

Workshop
Workshop and
Demonstration
Field
Exploration
Workshop

The Buzz About Bumble Bees! Bumble
Workshop
Bee Brigade Workshop and Walk*
Wisconsin Amphibian & Reptile Citizen
Workshop
Science Projects
*Also offered on Saturday; **Also offered on Thursday

Time

9-11am
2 hours

9-11am
2 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

8am-Noon
4 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

Location

Fee

Fox River Park

$35

Retzer

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Nashotah Park

$35

Fox River Park

$35

Prairie Springs

$35

Retzer

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Retzer

$35

Prairie Springs

$35
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Friday Afternoon (Pick one event!)
Name

Format

A Salty Problem for our Freshwater

Workshop

A Walk Through Time on the Ice Age
National Scenic Trail

Field
Exploration
Seated
Presentation
Seated
Presentation

Chasing Dragons*
Cranes over Wisconsin
DEIJ Community of Practice for
Wisconsin Conservation
Exploring Nature’s Therapeutic Effects
for our Mental Health
Herbalism (Plant Medicine) and Your
Health

Workshop
Seated
Presentation
Demonstration

Hiking with Diggins

Field
Exploration

Invasive Species Removal

Volunteer!

Meet a Conservation Detection Dog*
Mussel Monitoring Program of
Wisconsin
Nostalgic Nature: Building Life-Long
Lovers of the Outdoors
Teaching Off Trail
Use Snapshot Wisconsin in Your
Classroom or Programming
*Also offered on Saturday

Friday Evening (Register to join us!)
Social and Networking
Welcome and Awards
Meal provided by Saz’s
Keynote Address – Emily Ford
Silent Auction Closes

Demonstration
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop
Seated
Presentation

Approx. Time
4:00pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:30pm
8:30pm

Time

1-3pm

2 hours

1-4pm

3 hours

1-3pm
2 hours
1-2pm
1hour

1-3pm
2 hours
2-3pm
1hour

1-3pm
2 hours
1-3pm
2 hours

1-3pm
2 hours
1-2pm
1 hour

1-3pm
2 hours
1-3pm

2 hours

1-3pm
2 hours
2-3pm
1hour

Location
Expo Arena

Location

Fee

Retzer

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Fox River Park

$35

Prairie Springs

$35

Fox River Park

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Nashotah Park

FREE

Fox River Park

$35

Prairie Springs

$35

Nashotah Park

$35

Retzer

$35

Retzer

$35

Fee
$75
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Saturday (Pick one event!)
Name

Format

Time

9am-Noon

Accessible Birding 101

Workshop

Biking for Biodiversity*

Field
Exploration
Seated
Presentation

9-11am

Field
Exploration

9-11am

Forest Therapy (Shinrin-Yoku)

Field
Exploration

9am-Noon

Fun with Patterns in Nature

Workshop

Horticultural Therapy Techniques for
Nature-based Program Delivery

Workshop

Lichens as Bioindicators

Workshop

Chasing Dragons**
Content and Context:
"Outdoorspersonship" in the midst of
DEIJ Discussions

Meet a Conservation Detection Dog**
Natural Connections “Professor
Hike”**
Revisiting the Ice Age at Lapham Peak
Sustaining Our Master Naturalist
Program
The Buzz About Bumble Bees! Bumble
Bee Brigade Workshop and Walk**
The Good and the Bad: Reconciling
Nature’s Impact on Health to Improve
Nature Programs*
The Worth of Water: A Great Lakes
Story
Trail Building at Lapham Peak

Demonstration
Field
Exploration
Field
Exploration
Seated
Presentation
Workshop
Workshop
Seated
Presentation
Volunteer Event

* Also offered on Thursday; **Also offered on Friday

3 hours
2 hours

9-11am
2 hours
2 hours
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours
8am-Noon
4 hours

9-11am
2 hours

9-10am
1 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

8-9:30am
1.5 hours

9-10am
1 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

9am-Noon
3 hours

8am-Noon
4 hours

Location

Fee

Fox River Park

$35

Retzer

$35

Prairie Springs

$35

Muskego Park

$35

Muskego Park

$35

Prairie Springs

$35

Muskego Park

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Fox River Park

$35

Fox River Park

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Muskego Park

FREE

Retzer

$35

Lapham Peak

$35

Retzer

$35

Lapham Peak

FREE
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Event Descriptions
A Salty Problem for our Freshwater

Allison Madison, Sustainability and Development
Coordinator, WI Salt Wise
Jayne Jenks, Conservation Specialist, Waukesha
County Parks and Land Use Department

How fresh is our freshwater? Join a guided
investigation into the sources and impacts of
sodium and chloride pollution in lakes,
streams, wetlands, soils, and groundwater.
We’ll dive into the data on freshwater
salinization and then head outside for a
hands-on monitoring experience. You’ll leave
empowered with the knowledge and
resources necessary to strengthen statewide
Salt Wise outreach and monitoring efforts in
your community. *Participants are invited to
bring in a surface water sample from a local
waterbody for testing.* Format: Workshop;

Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

A Walk Through Time on the Ice Age
National Scenic Trail

Amy Lord, Outreach and Education Manager, Ice
Age Trail Alliance (IATA)
Andrew (Drew) Hanson, Partnership Liaison,
Bureau of Parks and Land Management,
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Chad DuChateau, Director of Trail Operations, Ice
Age Trail Alliance

One of only 11 National Scenic Trails in the
country, the Ice Age Trail is a 1,200-mile
footpath contained entirely within Wisconsin
that follows the terminal moraine of the last
ice age. Join the Ice Age Trail Alliance to learn
how ancient glaciers carved the terrain and
shaped Wisconsin's landscape. Hike with us
to learn how an idea becomes the Ice Age
Trail and steps needed long before a shovel
hits the dirt. Special treat: we will stop by and
visit with the volunteers and see first-hand
what it takes to build and maintain a National
Scenic Trail. Format: Field Exploration; Length: 3
hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

Accessible Birding 101

Rachael Lewandowski-Sarette, Program
Coordinator, Upham Woods- UW-Madison
Division of Extension

Learn how to facilitate accessible outdoor
activities for folks of all ability levels. This
field experience will start with a discussion
around accessible practices and then
everyone will experience a birding class with
activities designed for different access needs
such as participants with physical and/or
sensory disabilities. Equipment, such as
binoculars and field guides, will be provided,
but if you have any favorite birding tools,
please bring them. Format: Field Exploration;

Length: 3 hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

Autumn Senescence Hike

Mars (Martina) Patterson, Master Naturalist,
Nature Appreciator, herbsnflowers.stemsnroots,
Nearby Nature Milwaukee

Enjoy a gentle hike through the woods of Fox
River Park where we will observe how Nature
prepares for Winter; inspiring us to reflect on
the past seasons of our life-giving honor and
thanks to our Ancestors in the process. We
will talk about medicinal plants that help our
minds and bodies prepare for Winter and
ways to prepare foraged herbs. Format: Field

Exploration; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-15;
Event Fee: $35

Biking for Biodiversity

Rob Suhr, Master Naturalist, Wisconsin Master
Naturalist Program
John Meyer, Biking Buddy

Explore the Glacial Drumlin Bike Trail on a 7mile round trip bike ride from the Wales
Trailhead of the Glacial Drumlin Bike Trail to
the UWM - Waukesha Field Station prairie
and back. On this adventure you will engage
in a biodiversity activity, view other biking
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and hiking trails for future exploration, learn
some geology and history, enjoy the scenery,
and engage in some exercise on an easy, flat
ride. State trail pass and bike are needed.

We'll explore best practices and processes to
build strong volunteer networks and cultivate
deep relationships with each other, our
organizations, and the land. Format: Seated

Format: Field Exploration; Length: 2 hours; Group
Size: 5-10; Event Fee: $35

presentation; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 5-20;
Event Fee: $35

Chasing Dragons

Close-up and Macro Photography

Jeff Fischer, President, Wisconsin Dragonfly
Society

Dragonflies are the world’s greatest
predators, catching up to 97% of their prey.
They are the world’s fastest insects, darting
at speeds of up to 35 mph. Come and explore
how these aquatic insects emerge from the
water to become the masters of the insect
sky. Format: Seated presentation; Length: 2
hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

Citizen Science Opportunities at the UWMadison Arboretum & Beyond

Julia Whidden, Citizen Science Coordinator, UWMadison Arboretum

Come experience three mini-trainings for
citizen science projects hosted at the UWMadison Arboretum and elsewhere in
Wisconsin, including the Monarch Larva
Monitoring Project (MLMP), Dragonfly
Monitoring Project, and Snapshot Wisconsin.
This workshop will include a PowerPoint
presentation and some hands-on activities.

Format: Workshop; Length: 2 hours; Group Size:
10-20; Event Fee: $35

Civic Ecology: Building Networks to Restore
Broken Places

Joanna Salinas, Outreach Coordinator, Waukesha
County Green Team

When people are engaged in civic ecology
practices such as creating community
gardens, planting trees, and restoring natural
areas, they develop deep relationships to
both their social and ecological community.

Kevin Hanley, Master Naturalist Instructor,
Wisconsin Master Naturalist Program
Sue Hanley, Master Naturalist, Wisconsin Master
Naturalist Program

Discover the world of Macrophotography,
see what other people never get to
experience. This workshop will cover the
basics of macro equipment options, exposure
issues, composition, and off camera flash.
We will look at examples of different macro
subject areas, and after the classroom
portion will go outside and shoot, weather
permitting, or shoot in the classroom in the
event of bad weather. Some parts of this
class will not apply to people using cell
phones, all levels of photographers are
welcome and will learn techniques to
improve their photography. Format: Workshop;

Length: 4 hours; Group Size: 8-12; Event Fee: $35

Conservation in the Parks: A Communitybased Approach

Julia Robson, Conservation Biologist, Waukesha
County Parks and Land Use
Samantha Kiser, Natural Land Management
Specialist, Waukesha County Parks and Land Use

The effects of urbanization have been
demonstrated to be the leading cause of the
loss of biodiversity on a global scale.
Solutions to preventing the extinction of
locally rare species and degradation of
imperative ecosystems can effectively be
addressed by local park and recreation
agencies through strategic natural areas
preservation, active stewardship, and
community engagement throughout the
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process. In addition to helping connect
people to nature, local parks are essential in
creating environmental stewards who will
advocate for and protect our most precious
public resources -- our land, water, trees,
open spaces, and wildlife. Join us to learn
more about how community-based
monitoring and restoration initiatives are
making an impact in southeastern Wisconsin.
Format: Seated presentation; Length: 2 hours;
Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

International Crane Foundation, to learn
about the cranes of Wisconsin. Following this
presentation, you will be able to identify
Sandhill Cranes and Whooping Cranes, know
the history of both crane species, understand
the current work crane conservation partners
are doing to protect cranes in Wisconsin and
throughout their flyways, and find out how
you can be an ambassador for cranes in
Wisconsin as volunteer or a Master
Naturalist. Format: Seated presentation; Length:

1 hour; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

Content and Context: "Outdoorspersonship"
in the midst of DEIJ Discussions
Christopher Kilgour, Founder, Color in the
Outdoors

A discussion surrounding the many
challenges faced by BIPOC, LGBTQ+, and
Differently Abled humans regarding
"traditional" outdoor recreation and careers
within the outdoor and natural resource
industries/fields. This will be a talk-on-trail
experience as we discuss the topics above
while exploring nature. Format: Field

exploration; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 3-20;
Event Fee: $35

Cranes over Wisconsin

Stephanie Schmidt, Whooping Crane Outreach
Coordinator, International Crane Foundation

Wisconsin is home to the Sandhill Crane and
the endangered Whooping Crane. In the
1940s both Sandhill Cranes and Whooping
Cranes reached drastically low population
sizes. Today Sandhill Cranes are one of the
most populous cranes in the world and there
are over 650 wild Whooping Cranes, 80 of
which visit Wisconsin each year, and while
their population numbers are growing, both
Whooping Cranes and Sandhill Cranes
continue to face threats. Join Stephanie
Schmidt, outreach coordinator for the

DEIJ Community of Practice for Wisconsin
Conservation

Lindsey Taylor, Conservation Programs
Coordinator, Natural Resources Foundation of
Wisconsin

The Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice
(DEIJ) Community of Practice is a network of
Wisconsin conservation organizations
committed to engaging in and collectively
advancing DEIJ work. Established in 2021, the
goal of this Community of Practice is to
provide an intentional space to learn
together, to set goals for personal and
professional growth and improvement, and
to catalyze action for diversity, equity,
inclusion, and justice within Wisconsin’s
conservation sector. The Community of
Practice will allow us to exchange ideas and
resources related to DEIJ, while holding each
other accountable as we strive to move this
important work forward. Whether you are
part of the community already, or are
interested in learning more, please join us for
a discussion about how to improve this
community and our DEIJ work in Wisconsin
conservation. Format: Workshop; Length: 2

hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35
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Exploring Nature’s Therapeutic Effects for
our Mental Health

Gary Sater, PhD, Board Member and Co-chair of
Restoration and Management, Friends of
Pheasant Branch Conservancy

The connection between time spent in
natural environments and health outcomes
has become increasingly well known. How
and why this empirically supported
connection is known, especially within the
mental health realm, is of great interest to
me as a retired mental health practitioner.
Having included time spent in natural
settings as part of my clinical interview with
clients over the last decade of my career, this
"therapeutic" enhancement has continued to
fascinate me. I began to explore this
relationship further in retirement and used
my Master Naturalist capstone project as a
vehicle to help study such and "give it away"
to anyone who might be interested. Format:

Seated presentation; Length: 1 hour; Group Size:
10-20; Event Fee: $35

Finding the Stories in Nature

Emily Stone, Naturalist/Education Director, Cable
Natural History Museum

Join Emily Stone, a Naturalist and Education
Director at the Cable Natural History
Museum, on a guided hike to explore natural
connections through science and our senses.
She’ll give tips and tricks for finding the
stories in nature, and we’ll all practice
creating mini narratives about the characters
we meet along the way. As naturalists,
infusing our teaching and communications
with stories can be an effective way to
engage both hearts and minds. Format: Field

Exploration; Length: 3 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Forest Therapy (Shinrin-Yoku)

Sally Peterson, Certified Forest Therapy Guide,
clinically licensed social worker, and educator

Forest Therapy (also sometimes called Forest
Bathing or Shinrin-Yoku) provides
participants the opportunity to slow down
their mind and body while connecting with
the forest. Participate in various activities
designed to deepen the nature connection
throughout the walk. A simple forest tea
made with local plants is offered at the close
of the walk. Forest Bathing decreases blood
pressure and cortisol levels and increases
immunity and feelings of well-being. The
walks move slowly, typically covering less
than a mile. Dress for the weather and
natural environments. We will be outside
unless weather presents a danger (i.e.,
lightning, major storms). If you have allergies
to plants or local honey, please indicate it as
an accommodation on the registration form
so tea can be adjusted if needed. Sally has a
strong history in community outreach and
trauma informed practices and is currently
focusing on utilizing the healing power of
nature. Format: Field Exploration; Length: 3
hours; Group Size: 10-15; Event Fee: $35

Fun with Patterns in Nature

Marian Farrior, Restoration Outreach Specialist,
UW-Madison Arboretum
Amy Jo Dusick, Park Administrator, Schumacher
Farm Park

In this experiential workshop, we will explore
the form and function of six patterns in
nature and why they occur. We will create
hand-made observation journals where we'll
capture our learning through hands-on
activities, demonstrations, videos, and
outdoor exercises. This is a great way to gain
another way of seeing, knowing, and
appreciating nature that can be shared with
others. Format: Workshop; Length: 3 hours;
Group Size: 4-20; Event Fee: $35
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Herbalism (Plant Medicine) and Your Health

Jenna Klink, Herbalist and Postpartum Doula,
Fieryhealer LLC

Using herbs we find in our everyday
surroundings, like echinacea and burdock,
can greatly impact our wellbeing. Don't miss
this two-hour sensory experience and nature
excursion where you'll touch and smell a
variety of herbs, body oils, and you will learn
how to make nourishing tea. During the
second half, a light, hour-long nature walk is
optional but highly recommended. There will
also be a short meditation. Come learn more
about plants that can be used to support
your health. Format: Demonstration; Length: 2

hours; Group Size: 3-15; Event Fee: $35

Hiking with Diggins

Diggins, retired sled dog and social media fanfavorite
Emily Ford, Thru-hiker

Hike with Diggins, Emily Ford’s faithful 4legged companion, through Lapham Peak.
Diggins joins Emily on her many outdoor
adventures including her historic 68 day and
nearly 1,200 mile winter-thru hike of the Ice
Age Trail. Learn more about their
explorations while taking a hike with
Diggins…and Emily, of course! Format: Field

Exploration; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Horticultural Therapy Techniques for
Nature-based Program Delivery

Mike Maddox, Horticultural Therapist-Registered

In this interactive workshop, you will
experience the 5 elements you can use to
improve someone's time outdoors and
experiencing nature. Mike Maddox is a
Horticultural Therapist and has created
vocational gardening program for
incarcerated individuals, wellness garden
program for veterans, and therapeutic

garden programs for children experiencing
crisis. At the end of this program, you will
possess ideas to better engage the
individuals you work with in nature. Format:

Workshop; Length: 4 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Intro to iNaturalist and Making Good
Observations

Kevin Hanley, Master Naturalist Instructor,
Wisconsin Master Naturalist Program
Sue Hanley, Master Naturalist, Wisconsin Master
Naturalist Program

Join us for an introduction to iNaturalist.org!
Learn how the website works, common
terms, and how to upload the data for citizen
science projects. We will also look at the Seek
and iNaturalist App to show the differences
between the apps and the website interfaces.
We will also go over the steps to set up a
BioBlitz. The second part of the workshop will
help you make better observations by taking
the best possible photos for uploading into
iNaturalist. Cameras or cellphones can be
used for this workshop. Format: Workshop;

Length: 3 hours; Group Size: 10-15; Event Fee: $35

Invasive Species Removal

Julia Robson, Conservation Biologist, Waukesha
County Parks and Land Use
Samantha Kiser, Natural Land Management
Specialist, Waukesha County Parks and Land Use

Work with Waukesha County Park staff to
identify and remove invasive species from a
globally imperiled oak ecosystem. For this
habitat restoration service project, we will be
using small hand saws and loppers to cut
invasive brush and placed on a burn pile
where, depending on weather, we may burn
the cut brush. Park staff who are certified
pesticide applicators will apply a chemical
cut-stump treatment to cut brush. What to
wear: Dress for the weather (long sleeves
and pants are recommended) and wear work
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clothes, closed-toe shoes, gloves (extra will
be provided), safety glasses (extra will be
provided). What to bring: water, sunscreen,
bug spray, loppers (optional). Format:

Volunteer Event; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 1020; Event Fee: FREE

Lapham: The Person and the Place

Tim Vargo, Manager of Research and Community
Science, Urban Ecology Center
Amanda Tokuyama, GIS & Field Data Coordinator,
Urban Ecology Center
Maggie Steinhauer, Research and Community
Science Coordinator, Urban Ecology Center

Lapham Peak is one of Wisconsin's natural
gems. Increase Lapham was one of the most
influential naturalists not only in Wisconsin
but in the world! Learn about the life of
Increase Lapham as we weave together the
natural history of the land with the social
environment surrounding "Wisconsin's first
great scientist." We'll also be on the lookout
for any wildlife using the park, so be sure to
keep your eyes peeled. Format: Field

Exploration; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

It might feel like invasive plants are
everywhere! But without accurate maps of
where invasive plants actually are, it is
difficult to effectively manage them.
Wisconsin First Detector Network (WIFDN)
volunteers use the EDDMapS App to map
invasive plants quickly and easily. In this
hands-on workshop and hike, we'll learn how
to identify a few invasive plants and how to
use the EDDMapS App. After a
demonstration of the app, we'll hit the trails
to map invasive plants in priority areas for
the park. Format: Workshop; Length: 3 hours;

Group Size: 8-15; Event Fee: $35

Master Naturalist Instructor Networking

Becky Sapper, Director, Wisconsin Master
Naturalist Program, UW-Madison Division of
Extension

An invitation for trained Master Naturalist
instructors to gather to share ideas, get
updates, and network. Bring your success
stories to celebrate and challenges to
problem solve for a lively group discussion! If
time permits, we will also hike the trails.

Format: Workshop, Length: 3 hours; Group size:
10-20; Event Fee: FREE

Lichens as Bioindicators

Suzanne Joneson, Professor, University of
Wisconsin - Milwaukee, at Waukesha

Experience an introduction to lichens! In this
workshop you will discover what lichens are
and how to recognize them anywhere,
including in our own neighborhoods. You will
also learn how lichens are used as indicators
of the influence of human pollution. Format:

Workshop; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Mapping Invasive Plants with EDDMapS

Anne Pearce, Invasive Species Outreach Specialist,
UW-Madison

Meet a Conservation Detection Dog

Laura Holder, Executive Director, Canine Keeper,
Conservation Dogs Collective
Katie Homan, Volunteer

Join us for a live demonstration and short
presentation by Laura Holder, Executive
Director, and Canine Keeper from
Conservation Dogs Collective. Learn what a
conservation dog is, what they do, what they
find, and see a live demonstration by a
Canine Finder (one of their professional
detection dogs)! Please leave your personal
pets at home. Format: Demonstration; Length: 1

hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35
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Mussel Monitoring Program of Wisconsin

Lisie Kitchel, Conservation Biologist, Mussel
Monitoring Program - Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources

You will learn about the complicated life
history and amazing ecology of the 50 species
of native mussels that occur in Wisconsin, as
well as their historic uses from buttons to
pearls and recent conservation efforts. Along
with statewide surveys, the Mussel
Monitoring Program relies on Citizen
Scientists to report on the occurrence of our
native mussels, half of which are listed as
threatened, endangered or special concern.
Conservation of our native mussel fauna is
essential to ensuring the continued existence
of these filtering power houses in our lakes,
rivers, and streams statewide. Format:

Workshop; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Natural Connections “Professor Hike”

Emily Stone, Naturalist/Education Director, Cable
Natural History Museum

Join Emily Stone, a Naturalist and Education
Director at the Cable Natural History
Museum, to explore natural connections
through science and our senses. We'll talk
about the importance of "knowing what to
leave out" when we craft educational
narratives, and we’ll all practice teaching by
conducting a "Professor Hike". Also called an
Each-One-Teach-One, this is a fun activity
that empowers kids and adults alike to share
knowledge with their peers. Format: Field

Exploration; Length: 3 hours; Group Size: 10-15;
Event Fee: $35

Nature and Youth Mental Health in a New
Light

Ian Karl, Experiential Director, Northwest Passage
Carly Rundle-Borchert, PassageWay Instructor,
Northwest Passage

Brian Duebner, Photography Instructor,
Northwest Passage

The workshop will include an overview of
therapeutic nature photography programs at
Northwest Passage, and their foundations in
empirical research followed by hands-on and
immersive lessons in nature photography and
mindful reflection. Participants should be
prepared to be both indoors and outdoors,
regardless of weather conditions, bring a
notebook and writing tools, a camera or
cellphone (otherwise cameras will be
provided), and be prepared for full
participation and sharing. Format: Workshop;

Length: 4 hours; Group Size: 10-15; Event Fee: $35

Nature Programming Addressing Access,
Inclusion, and Well-being

Emily Brown, Park Naturalist & Access
Coordinator, Wehr Nature Center
Holly Walz, Park Naturalist, Wehr Nature Center
Gary Stott, Board Member, Access Ability
Wisconsin

Enjoy this double-header demonstration and
workshop from Wehr Nature Center with
Nature is for EveryBODY: Embracing a New
Perspective on Access & Inclusion and
Operation Recon Nature with Veterans and
their Families. More than 500,000 people in
our state have a disability that limits their
access to more than 5.7 million acres of
public land in Wisconsin. Wehr Nature Center
will share their experience with pushing the
limits of accessibility and inclusion at their
site. Also, try out an Outdoor All-Terrain
Wheelchair from Access Ability Wisconsin. In
the second portion, learn how forest hikes
have been proven by researchers to
strengthen our immune system, aid memory
and learning, increase energy, lower blood
pressure and reduce stress. Studies show
that time spent outdoors boosts Vitamin D
levels and brings feelings of relaxation and
heightened well-being. Learn how Wehr
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Nature Center cultivates that feeling with
Veterans and their families on experiential
hikes while observing seasonal nature
happenings. Format: Workshop; Length: 3 hours;

into existing programs to increase access in
the community and the organization's
audience. See for yourself and try out an
outdoor wheelchair! Format: Demonstration;

Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

Nostalgic Nature: Building Life-Long Lovers
of the Outdoors

Project Learning Tree Early Childhood
Workshop: Developing Our JEDI Lens

Esther Portnoy, Land Manager
Anna Schlecht, Environmental Education Manager
Niki Espy, Associate Director of Programs
Jensen Kuehn, Land Stewardship Coordinator,
Neighborhood House of Milwaukee

“If we want children to flourish, to become
truly empowered, let us allow them to love
the earth before we ask them to save it.” David Sobel
Join us with your student cap on as we model
a lesson from our summer school group
programming. We hope you will be inspired
to become a volunteer as we explore how
environmental education, citizen science, and
land stewardship come together to foster a
life-long reverence of nature. Format:

Workshop; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Outdoor Access 4 All!

Ray Anderson, Board Member, Access Ability
Wisconsin

Access Ability Wisconsin’s mission is to
provide the means to access outdoor
recreational opportunities for people with
temporary or permanent mobility challenges
promoting access, inclusion, equity, &
healthy living. Individuals can explore nature
with free-to-use outdoor wheelchairs &
enclosed trailer. Find out more about Access
Ability Wisconsin’s mission and goals and
their volunteer needs. Learn how to sign up
as a volunteer to demonstrate how to use
the equipment or how to educate others to
incorporate AAW's expertise and equipment

Tara Von Dollen, Wisconsin Project Learning Tree
(PLT) Early Childhood Curriculum Facilitator,
Wisconsin Association for Environmental
Education

During this workshop, participants will be
involved in hands-on learning surrounding
PLT's "Trees & Me: Activities for Exploring
Nature with Young Children" guide. In
becoming familiar with this curriculum,
participants will be encouraged to
incorporate JEDI (justice, equity, diversity,
inclusion) and accessibility practices in these
specific activities. Participants will receive
copies of two full lessons, will have the
option to purchase the “Trees & Me” guide,
and will learn about additional PLT resources.

Format: Workshop; Length: 3 hours; Group Size:
10-20; Event Fee: $35

Revisiting the Ice Age at Lapham Peak
Tom Finley, Director of Education, Schlitz
Audubon Nature Center

Lapham Peak is the highest point in
Waukesha County and showcases a variety of
beautiful glacial features. While hiking over
this sometimes-rugged terrain on a beautiful
fall morning, we'll talk about the past that
was. Wisconsin's remarkable geologic story is
still there for those who seek it out. During
this 90-minute hike, we'll cover about 1 mile
over undulating terrain and visit the top of
the observation tower for a spectacular view
of the countryside. Format: Field Exploration;

Length: 1.5 hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee:
$35
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Shinrin-Yoku - Forest Bathing – Experience

Kate Bast, Proprietor, Shinrin-Yoku Madison;
Certified Forest and Nature Therapy Guide,
Association of Nature and Forest Therapy Guides
and Programs

Immerse yourself in the atmosphere of
nature, open and activate your senses, and
come alive in the moment and find stillness,
with forest bathing expert and certified
nature and forest therapy guide Kate Bast, of
Shinrin-Yoku Madison. Nature holds myriad
benefits for our health and wellbeing, both
physical and mental. Kate will explain them
and guide you to experience them through a
series of of-the-moment invitations designed
to help you connect with nature, and self,
and grow your sense of reciprocity with
nature. Forest bathing walks are slow-going,
silent (no cardio! no phones!), and often
short-distanced. Quite different from a
naturalists walk, forest bathing helps us more
deeply connect with our sense of
knowingness and noticing of nature, setting
aside labels and intellectual pursuits that
keep our rational and organizational minds
busy-busy-busy. Consider it mindlessness in
the woods! Wear sturdy shoes, dress for the
weather, bring sit-upon if you'd like, water,
hat, and bug spray. Light refreshment will be
served at the end. Format: Field Exploration;

Length: 3 hours; Group Size: 10-15; Event Fee: $35

Stream Health Monitoring with Water
Action Volunteers

Katy Bradford, Water Action Volunteers, Program
Manager, UW-Madison Extension
Jayne Jenks, Conservation Specialist, Waukesha
County Parks and Land Use Department
Emily Heald, Rivers Educator, UW-Madison
Extension

Become a stream biologist for a day! Join
UW-Madison Extension's Water Action
Volunteers program in the field to learn how
volunteers in our statewide citizen science

program help collect high quality data on
wadeable streams across Wisconsin. You will
learn about five important elements of
stream health and then enter the stream to
practice the tools and techniques we use to
measure them. The stream health elements
we will measure are water temperature,
transparency, dissolved oxygen, stream flow,
and a biotic index of stream
macroinvertebrates. You will also learn how
to identify four key aquatic invasive species
to look for in your local streams, and what to
do when you find one. Format: Workshop;

Length: 4 hours; Group Size: 10-15; Event Fee: $35

Sustaining Our Master Naturalist Program

Becky Sapper, Director, Wisconsin Master
Naturalist Program, UW-Madison Division of
Extension
Molly Schmidt, Senior Director of Development,
University of Wisconsin Foundation

Master Naturalists make a difference for
Wisconsin’s natural world, and we want to
ensure these efforts have a strong future. If
you are interested in learning how to support
the Master Naturalist program in Wisconsin,
please join Becky and Molly in learning how
you can make a difference with a donation.
This no-cost and informal discussion will
include ways to give, how your gifts will
impact the Master Naturalist program, and
answer any questions you may have. Or
contact Molly, molly.schmidt@supportuw.org,
to schedule a one-on-one conversation at a
time convenient for you. Format: Seated

presentation; Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: FREE

Teaching about bats!

Jennifer Redell, Bat biologist/ Cave & mine
specialist, Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources

A mini course in Wisconsin bat ecology,
geared for those who wish to teach others
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about bats. Learn tips and techniques for
teaching the public about these frequently
misunderstood animals. Try out bat
detectors, learn how to conduct a successful
acoustic walk, and find out about places to
view bats and volunteer to lead cave tours.
Participants will make their own set of
weighted felt-model bat species from
Wisconsin. Format: Workshop; Length: 3 hours;

Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

Teaching Off Trail

Peter Dargatz, Educator/Author, Hamilton School
District

To be able to take care of the world around
them, people of all ages need to experience
nature in a personal and playful way.
Teaching Off Trail will discuss practical
applications of natural play, citizen science,
service learning, and community
collaborations in an educational setting.
Participants will hear about, discuss, and
practice using the power of play and nature
to inspire and educate. Format: Workshop;

Length: 2 hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

The Buzz About Bumble Bees! Bumble Bee
Brigade Workshop and Walk

Elizabeth Braatz, Bumble Bee Brigade Coordinator
and Terrestrial Insect Ecologist, Natural Heritage
Conservation - Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources
Jay Watson, Terrestrial Insect Ecologist, Natural
Heritage Conservation - Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources

Join us for a workshop on bumble bees! We'll
cover the biology, life cycle, habitat needs,
and how to identify Wisconsin bumble bees.
Then, we'll go outside for a bee walk to
practice identifying them. We'll finish by
reviewing our observations and going
through how you can submit photos of bees
online to help the Department of Natural

Resources identify and protect populations of
bees. Format: Workshop; Length: 3 hours; Group
Size: 5-20; Event Fee: $35

The Good and the Bad: Reconciling Nature’s
Impact on Health to Improve Nature
Programs

Courtney Schultz, Executive Director, Health &
Technology Partners

Nature spaces play an important role in
community health, with benefits across
physiological, psychological, social, and
spiritual domains. At the same time,
encounters with nature can have negative
health outcomes. How do we address this
duality? This workshop will discuss the
growing evidence and research on the
benefits of nature, highlight some of the
current interventions and strategies being
employed to equitably expand access, and
make the case as to why a more balanced
conversation can lead to equitable and
improved health and nature programming.
Participants will practice applying a balanced
lens to their own programs to find solutions
to participant barriers. Format: Workshop;

Length: 3 hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35

The Worth of Water: A Great Lakes Story

Julia Robson, Director, Walk to Sustain Our Great
Lakes/The Worth of Water: A Great Lakes Story

Join the co-founder of Walk to Sustain Our
Great Lakes and director of The Worth of
Water: A Great Lakes Story, Julia Robson, for
a screening of the documentary film and live
Q&A afterwards. The Worth of Water: A
Great Lakes Story is a feature length
documentary that follows the co-creators of
Walk to Sustain Our Great Lakes, Julia Robson
and Alyssa Armbruster, as they embark on
their 343 mile walk from the shores of Lake
Michigan in Milwaukee, Wisconsin to Lake
Superior in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
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The two women interview political leaders,
educators, activists, and professionals to help
bring a greater understanding of the issues
these Great Lakes face, as well as highlighting
the progress that has been made in restoring
the lakes since the establishment of the
Clean Water Act in 1972. Format: Seated

presentation; Length: 3 hours; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Trail Building at Lapham Peak

Staff and Volunteers, Ice Age Trail Alliance

Join the Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA) at
Lapham Peak for a volunteer opportunity on
a beloved section of the Ice Age Trail. This
project will improve hiker safety and trail
sustainability in an area where water and
heavy hiker traffic has become a freight train
of erosion. On a popular segment, like
Lapham Peak, a little berm can quickly turn
into a waist-deep trench! So, we’re
constructing two small trail reroutes and
combining pedestrian crossings along a busy
county road. We will also replace the
colloquially dubbed “Rollercoaster”
boardwalk. Use your expertise to assist crews
in removing invasive species or learn
something new on a boardwalk or tread
crew! As with all Ice Age Trail trailbuilding
events, no experience is necessary. There’s a
role for volunteers of all ages and abilities.
Hands-on training provided by certified and
friendly volunteer crew leaders will help you
get started immediately. Please see IATA
Lapham Trailbuilding for more information
and to register with the IATA. Format:

Volunteer Event; Length: 4 hours; Group Size: 1020; Event Fee: FREE

Use Snapshot Wisconsin in Your Classroom
or Programming

Christine Anhalt-Depies, Snapshot Wisconsin
Project Coordinator, Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources

Snapshot Wisconsin is a statewide
community science project that leverages a
network of trail cameras to monitor wildlife.
At this event, you will learn how to use
Snapshot Wisconsin within your classroom or
environmental education programming.
Program staff will introduce Snapshot
Wisconsin and walk you through one of the
free lesson plans designed to work with
Snapshot. The session will conclude with a
demonstration of how to utilize the Snapshot
Wisconsin Data Dashboard, an interactive
data visualization tool that makes Snapshot
data directly available to the public.
Attendees are encouraged to bring a laptop
or tablet to this event. Format: Seated

presentation; Length: 1 hour; Group Size: 10-20;
Event Fee: $35

Wisconsin Amphibian & Reptile Citizen
Science Projects

Andrew Badje, Conservation Biologist, Natural
Heritage Conservation Bureau - Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources

Wisconsin features two signature amphibian
and reptile (herptile) citizen science projects.
Volunteers can lend their time to help
document, monitor, conserve, and educate
others on behalf of intriguing, yet little
understood herptiles that call this state
home. This event will introduce potential
volunteers to the Wisconsin Frog and Toad
Survey and Wisconsin Turtle Conservation
Program and review survey protocols and
goals, as well as describe some of the
outcomes to date. Format: Workshop; Length: 3

hours; Group Size: 10-20; Event Fee: $35
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Sponsors
Thank you to the 2022 Summit Sponsors who helped us keep the registration fees low and supported
your efforts to learn, network and grow as natural resources volunteers!
Platinum $2,500 Sponsor
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Gold $1,000 Sponsor
Friends of Retzer Nature Center
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP
Silver $500 Sponsor
Alliant Energy Foundation
Gathering Waters: Wisconsin’s Alliance for Land Trusts
Madison Gas and Electric Foundation
Wisconsin Association of Environmental Education
Site Sponsors
Lapham Peak Unit, Kettle Moraine State Forest
Prairie Springs Environmental Education Center at Carroll University
Waukesha County Parks

Summit Hosts

Summit Planning Committee
Janet Barthel (Retzer Nature Center, Master Naturalist instructor), Licia Johnson (North Lakeland
Discovery Center, Master Naturalist instructor), Greta Landis (UW-Madison Extension, Master Naturalist
Program), Martha Martin (UW-Madison Extension, Master Naturalist Program), Annette Paul (Master
Naturalist), Jen Rutten (Master Naturalist), Becky Sapper (UW-Madison Extension, Master Naturalist
Program), Sharon Schaver (Master Naturalist), Laurel Sukup (Master Naturalist)

Photo Credits
Janet Barthel, Emily Stone, Kristen Giefer, Emily Ford, Kevin Hanley, Paul Noeldner, Becky Sapper
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